[image: image1.jpg]VALLEY

H EART S
DELIGHT




Media Contacts: David Perry & Associates, Inc. / David Perry

(415) 693-0583 / cell: (415) 676-7007 / news@davidperry.com
New Book Jury Rigging in the Court of Public Opinion  

Is Incendiary Challenge to Long Accepted Version of 1933 
Brooke L. Hart Kidnapping, Murder and Lynching Case in San Jose, California

Political Conspiracy Resulting in Lynching of Two Un-Indicted Men by Mob of 10,000

Should be Notorious in American History Claims Author John D. Murphy

Book Uncovers Secrets Held in Plain Sight for Almost 75 Years

17 October 2007—San Francisco, CA:  It may not be “J’accuse” but it’s damn close.

“Convicted in the court of public opinion, four days before Thanksgiving in 1933, two men accused of kidnapping Brooke L. Hart were lynched in a park in San Jose, California.”

Thus does John D. Murphy’s new book Jury Rigging in the Court of Public Opinion provide the vivid context for his factual argument that the two men accused of this not-well-known kidnap and murder were not only innocent, but the hapless victims of a political conspiracy orchestrated  by the then California governor, James “Sunny Jim” Rolph and local civic and business leaders.  Murphy’s new book (www.juryrigginginthecourtofpublicopinion.com) is being released concurrent with his film, Valley of the Hearts Delight (www.valleyoftheheartsdelight.com, 98 minutes, Banana Peel Entertainment distributed by Intercontinental Drift), a fictionalized account of the true-life events described in Jury Rigging. The film will have its commercial debut on October 26 in the South Bay where the real-life crime occurred. 

“Jury Rigging is an All-American case study of how the powers-that-be manipulate honest, decent citizens into irreparable acts,” Murphy explains. “In 1933 San Jose, it was two local men who paid the ultimate price for such political manipulation.  Today, our nation pays the price for similar behavior from our elected leaders and their ilk. The personalities and the process haven’t changed one wit.”

Murphy’s Jury Rigging contains a factual critique of what was considered to be the authoritative account of the case: Swift Justice: Murder and Vengeance in a California Town by the recently deceased former San Jose Mercury News reporter, Harry Farrell.  Using information obtained under the Freedom of Information Act from the FBI’s Brooke L. Hart Kidnapping File and voluminous newspaper accounts of the event, Murphy factually documents—in sharp contrast to the emotionally compelling, but factually deficient narrative in Farrell’s Swift Justice—that suspects Thomas Harold Thurmond and Jack Holmes were innocent of the crime for which they were hanged at the hands of their fellow citizens.

“There are three essential ingredients to this lethal concoction,” says Murphy. “Humanity’s need for clear and simple answers to complex questions of right and wrong, a majority of otherwise respectable, honorable citizens who find their leaders — elected, appointed, business and moral — credible, and leaders intent on exercising authority in absolute ways from which there is no return.”

On the day before the lynching, Governor Rolph had both promised to pardon anyone convicted of the lynching and not to call out the National Guard.  The next night when the mob assault on the Santa Clara County jail began in earnest, Rolph cancelled a trip out of state to the western governors’ conference to ensure that his chief political rival, Lieutenant Governor Frank Merriam, wouldn’t call out the troops.  The following day, true to his word, Rolph reiterated his promise to pardon anyone convicted of the lynching.  

“The absolute belief in the guilt of the accused remains a justification for lynchings,” says Murphy. “Despite this, virtually everyone who participated in the lynchings had observed an unspoken conspiracy of silence for sixty years until Farrell published his insider version of events.”

Murphy believes that Farrell’s Swift Justice is, in reality, two books.

“Farrell presented the conventional history of the lynching probably because of where he was born, grew-up, worked, and died,” Murphy argues. “At the same time, Swift Justice also contains the factual basis for the innocence of the two men. When Farrell’s history is connected to documentation from other sources, the result is a factually substantive argument that two innocent men died that Sunday night four days before Thanksgiving in 1933.”

Murphy learned of this extraordinary, yet not well-known, history in the late 1960s when he was putting himself through San Jose State. 

Murphy subsequently taught at San Jose State based on his founding of a community mental program, Community of Communities, for ex-state mental hospital patients released in the early 1970s.  In 1977, he joined a San Jose State colleague in helping found the University of Phoenix which he left in 1997.  In the early 1980s, he wrote both a novel and screenplay—unpublished and unproduced—inspired by his research into the lynching history. In 2006, John D. Murphy, under the pseudonym ‘Miles’ Murphy completed his first feature film, Valley of the Heart’s Delight, based on his 2006 fictionalized screenplay inspired by the only verified eyewitness account of the Brooke L. Hart kidnapping that appears verbatim in Jury Rigging in the Court of Public Opinion.

Brooke Hart was seen near his car with five men by a mother and daughter outside their farm one half hour after he disappeared. Their verified accounts resulted in a telegram to FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover stating that five men had kidnapped Brooke Hart, and a report on the process used to verify the two accounts.
“It was the only authenticated eyewitness accounts in a case with uncorroborated confessions, and it was deliberately ignored by law enforcement,” says Murphy. “In the FBI summary of the kidnapping prepared after the lynchings, the actual record of the accounts of these eyewitnesses were not included.”
Valley of the Heart's Delight stars Gabriel Mann, Bruce McGill, Diana Scarwid, and Emily Harrison, with Tom Bower and Pete Postlethwaite.  Directed by Tim Boxell from a screenplay by Miles Murphy, Valley is produced by Miles Murphy.  Scott Rosenfelt and Billie Grief are executive producers. Director of Photography is Hiro Narita, A.S.C..  Production design is by Douglas Freeman.  Editing is by Jay Boekleheide.  Costume design is by Cathleen Edwards.  The Theme is by Richard Gibbs, with a score by Nicholas O'Toole.  Line Producer is Richard Quan. The film has been honored for Best Cinematography  by the 2006 Boston International Film Festival and with the Silver Remi Award (2006) from the WorldFest Houston Film Festival.

Valley of the Hearts Delight will open on Friday, October 26 in San Jose, California at the Camera 7 Cinemas ( Pruneyard Shopping Center, 1875 Bascom Avenue, Campbell) with showings at Oakland’s Grand Lake Theater October 26 to November 1(3200 Grand Avenue, Oakland) and at the Los Gatos Theater November 2 – 9 ( 41 North Santa Cruz Avenue, Los Gatos). It opens in San Francisco on November 30 at the  Four Star (Clement at 23rd Avenue) and on December 7 at the Roxie (3117 16th Street).
