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Valley of the Heart’s Delight Captures Character and Dialogue of 1930s

San Francisco Screenwriter/Producer’s First Feature Violates 

“Golden-Rule” of Independent Film Making

New Film Fictionalizes Controversial 1933 Brooke Hart 

Kidnapping, Murder and Lynching Case

Media Note: Trailer and Podcast Interviews with Film Principals available at:

www.valleyofthehartsdelight.com
4 October 2007 – San Francisco, CA: SF Writer/Producer John ‘Miles’ Murphy violated the golden-rule for first-time filmmakers.

“Conventional wisdom for independent filmmakers is to never to make a period piece, so I wrote and produced a feature film set at the height of the Great Depression. I had discovered the history which inspired my screenplay as a student, and remained determined to make a film about it.”

The result of Murphy’s treatment of conventional wisdom is the richly textured and stylized feature film, Valley of the Heart’s Delight (98 minutes, a Banana Peel Entertainment Production distributed by Intercontinental Drift). Valley’s faithful period feel is the result of collaboration with Production Designer Douglas Freeman, Costume Designer Cathleen Edwards, noted cinematographer Hiro Narita (who won the “best Cinematography” award for Valley at the 2006 Boston International Film Festival), and director Tim Boxell. The result is a film whose characters and dialogue establish a seamless connection to the look, texture, and emotion of 1930s California.

“The media culture was embryonic in the 1930s, and people acted and spoke in a much simpler manner,” says Murphy who made his first film at sixty. “There was no television, and except for movies where people unlike themselves acted and spoke, their behavior and speech pretty much reflected what they had experienced personally.”

Murphy endeavored to create characters and dialogue that authentically mirrored the speech common during the Great Depression.

“Regular people, like characters in Valley, often express themselves in worn-out ways, “says Murphy. “They are inarticulate.  Their thoughts and perceptions are sometimes stilted and obvious.  This was particularly true before the media age when role models were almost exclusively homegrown.  The authenticity of the costumes, sets, and story in the Valley of the Heart’s Delight would have been destroyed without characters and dialogue that captured the sense of the people alive during that time.”

According to Murphy, Valley of the Heart’s Delight is also about those people who aspire to, and often gain power which they can, and sometimes do exercise with terrible consequences.

“Like real life, some of the characters in Valley are prosaic,” he explains.  “The really bad ones are so exuberantly hypocritical that their hypocrisy is celebrated.  Inexorably, they lead otherwise decent, honorable people into acts which they cannot possibly correct or remedy.”

Based on real life events that took place in 1933 in San Jose, California, Valley of the Hearts Delight depicts one of the most unique – and largely forgotten – criminal and political conspiracies in United States history: the lynching of two men (un-indicted and un-arraigned) before a mob of thousands in a downtown park following the then governor of California’s promise to pardon anyone convicted of the lynching.

“Thanksgiving week 1933, two men accused of kidnapping and murder were convicted in the court of public opinion and executed by their fellow citizens,” says Murphy, underscoring the fact that his film is based on the only eye-witness account of the original Brooke Hart kidnapping. “This event remains the only time in United States history in which both the jury and the executioners included members of the law enforcement community, elected and public officials, business and civic leaders, the press and a mob estimated between 5, 000 and 15,000 of the victims’ fellow citizens. 

In straightforward narrative fashion, Valley chronicles the kidnapping of the scion of a wealthy San Jose retailer. The crime, subsequent manhunt and media frenzy ignite a firestorm of suspicion and rage in idyllic, Depression-era San Jose.  Presented with overwhelming evidence of the innocence of the men charged with the kidnapping and murder, a principled young reporter takes on the powers-that-be to prevent the lynching.   

Murphy just published a non-fictional analysis of the written history of the Brooke L. Hart Case, Jury Rigging in the Court of Public Opinion, in which he factually establishes the innocence of the two men lynched for the kidnapping and murder of Brooke L. Hart.  For more info go to: www.juryrigginginthecourtofpublicopinion.com
Before his work as a screenwriter / filmmaker, Murphy  founded and directed a community mental health program while an adjunct professor at San Jose State University, and was a founder of the internationally-recognized University of Phoenix. Murphy, 61, who makes his home in San Francisco, learned about the story while a student from a man whose father witnessed the assault on the jail and subsequent lynching. 

 “My research revealed a singularly compelling history of how a community of good, decent citizens can participate in an unspeakable crime facilitated by the leadership and approval of civic and business leaders, law enforcement, and elected public officials,” said Murphy, who is not hesitant about the controversy his film is likely to ignite.  “People with familiarity of the event have never questioned the guilt of the two men lynched for the kidnapping of Brooke Hart, but there certainly exists both a morally convincing and factual case for their innocence.”

Valley of the Heart's Delight stars Gabriel Mann, Bruce McGill, Diana Scarwid, and Emily Harrison, with Tom Bower and Pete Postlethwaite.  Directed by Tim Boxell from a screenplay by Miles Murphy, Valley is produced by Miles Murphy.  Scott Rosenfelt and Billie Grief are executive producers. Director of Photography is Hiro Narita, A.S.C.  Production design is by Douglas Freeman.  Editing is by Jay Boekleheide.  Costume design is by Cathleen Edwards.  The Theme is by Richard Gibbs, with a score by Nicholas O'Toole.  Line Producer is Richard Quan..  The film has been honored for Best Cinematography  by the 2006 Boston International Film Festival and with the Silver Remi Award (2006) from the WorldFest Houston Film Festival.

Valley of the Hearts Delight will open on Friday, October 26 in San Jose, California at the Camera 7 Cinemas ( Pruneyard Shopping Center, 1875 Bascom Avenue, Campbell) with showings at Oakland’s Grand Lake Theater October 26 to November 1(3200 Grand Avenue, Oakland) and at the Los Gatos Theater November 2 – 9 ( 41 North Santa Cruz Avenue, Los Gatos). It opens in San Francisco on November 30 at the  Four Star (Clement at 23rd Avenue) and on December 7 at the Roxie (3117 16th Street).
